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What ds growing at Cutter |

This summer, more than students were growing at the Cutter Morning Star School District!

About a year ago, fourth grade teacher Sarah Richardson obtained three small grants, partnered with a local nursery, anetigain
support from the school and community to start a school garden. The garden is managed by students in all grades, teachets, a
parents. Several families consistently come on Saturdagys wit!l
ed fruit trees and blueberry bushes. Student led fundraisers have added small tools and accessories to the garden. Communit
members have helped with building raised beds, transporting materials and backhoe work. So far, over 100# of fresh prodase h
been donated to the local food bank or sent home with students. For an entrepreneurial project, some plants and produce have
been sold, and the profits have been rmvested in the garden.

Cutter Morning Star students enjoyed the garden so much during the school year, that they wanted to come back during the sum-
mer. Garden Camp had enough interested students that this particular summer enrichment program was scheduled for twe, one
week sessions. Students sampled fresh produce, cooked vegetables in the classroom, planted, harvested, and tended to the gar-
den. Unusual bugs were observed and identified using mobile technology, and interactive games were played in the gardetoarea
boost physical activity. When students finished with the daily Garden Camp activities, they were invited to stay and esjoy-a

mer meal in the school cafeteria.

Mrs. Richardson says the school garden is so successful because many students, parents, and teachers are invested in the idea

She believes the garden is strongly supported because it puts all students on a level playing field, and everyone has sométhi

contribute.

Future plans for the garden include connecting the produce with the cafeteria, seeking grant funding for a garden kitchesh, an

expanding the size of the garden.

Superintendent Nancy Anderson says, OWe are very gagdeeanswed about
certainly appreciate the parent volunteers and community that

For more information on school gardens, nutrition education in the classroom and cafeteria, or summer meals, contact the Chil
Nutrition Unit at (501) 3249502.

Article by Stephanie Alsbrook, Assistant Director of Healthy Schools



